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undertake the widest flights into the territory of the real
and the actual.    Hence, in the statement of new  facts,
its chief value is indirect, because new views rather than
the perception of new facts  are its  main concern.     It
formulates questions and   creates theories; it opens up
prospects and yields insight, but in the presence of facts
it exhibits a reserved demeanour,    As illustrative examples
they have their value, but they must not prevail.    Facts
are collected as evidence or examples for a theory, but
never for their own sake.    Should this latter ever occur,
it is done only as a compliment to the extraverted style.
For  this kind of thinking facts   are of secondary im-
portance;  what,  apparently, is of absolutely paramount
importance is the development and presentation of the
subjective idea, that primordial symbolical image standing
more or less darkly before the inner  vision.    Its aim,
therefore, is never concerned with an intellectual recon-
struction qf concrete actuality, but with the shaping of
that dim image into a resplendent idea.    Its desire is to
reach reality; its goal is to see how external facts fit into,
and fulfil, the framework of the idea; its actual creative
power is proved by the fact that this thinking can also
create that idea which, though not present in the external
facts, is yet the most suitable, abstract expression of them.
Its task is accomplished when the idea it has fashioned
seems to emerge so inevitably from the external facts
that they actually prove its validity.
But just as little as it is given to extraverted thinking
to wrest a really sound inductive idea from concrete facts
or ever to create new ones, does it lie in the power of
introverted thinking to translate its original image into
an idea adequately adapted to the facts. For, as in the
former case the purely empirical heaping together of facts
paralyses thought and smothers their meaning, so in the
latter case introverted thinking shows a dangerous tendency

